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Candidate   Samantha Bernardine 

 DBN:  
  

17K316 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have over 20- years experience providing social service to children, families and communities 

underserved and over looked throughout New York City. For the past 5 years, I've served as a voting 

member of my community board and sat on the education committee. For 4 years, I served as a parent 

leader for my son's school, where I was a S.L.T member for 3 years; elected P.T.A. President for 2 

concessive years and President of District 17 Presidents' Council for 1 year. Currently, I am a member 

of the C.P.A.C. Title 1 sub-committee, where we provide suggestions to improve and empower P.A.C. 

committees city-wide. I continue to serve as helping hand and a resource for my son's school and the 

district community. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a proud product of the NYC Public School System, where I attended 1st -8th grade in District 17. 

I witnessed the changes throughout the years, both good and questionable, and could compare and 

speak to what really works for our district. In recent years, our district has been targeted for certain 

initiatives without our knowledge or input from the former DOE administration. During my tenure as 

an elected parent leader, I've worked with our district leaders to develop strategies, which brought some 

success. However, we still have more work to do, and that is why I’m running for a seat on the C.E.C.. 

One of my greatest strength lies within my passion to help others at their level and show them the 

possibilities to grow. My experience as a parent leader and community advocate, along with my 

achievements in the non-profit sector makes me a great candidate for this noble position. I believe in 

the gifts and talents of District 17 and know we could shine brighter as we work together. 

 

Candidate   Tameka M Carter 

 DBN:  
  

17K705 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I served as PTA president and Title 1 representative in District 17 over 5 years. I provided parents 

workshops and event to increase and foster parent participation. I am currently servicing as the IEP 

parent member on District 17 Community Education Council. I currently provide parents with 

information and resources to support their child with an IEP or in the Special Education Program. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I currently serve on District 17 Community Education Council as the IEP parent member and I feel I 

have been effective in providing parents with the necessary support needed to help their children with 

an IEP or whom participate in the Special Education Program. I have conducted monthly workshops 

for IEP parents, provide outreach services and parent member support during IEP meetings. I have 

seen the difference when parents are informed and educated about their rights. Which allows them to 

effectively advocate for their child. I would like to continue in providing these resources and support 

workshops to parents within my district17. I feel it is our obligation as parents in this district to support 

our schools in creating a well-rounded child where they are college and career ready. 
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Candidate   Lafleur Cumberbatch 

 DBN:  
  

17K770 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have served as PTA president and secretary currently I am on the SLT. I was Chairperson and By-

laws for New York City- Wide Head Start Policy Council/ ACS, I currently volunteer at Community 

Parents Inc Head Start Programs. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Faguenston Gilsaint 

 DBN:  
  

17K091 

17K181 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Today I can proudly say that I become a relentless advocate for my children and the other families of 

district 17 -because of my serving as a member of C.E.C 17 for the past two years. It has been an 

awesome and humbling experience. i served on the Committee on special education and I was 

instrumental to many informative workshops for parents of children with (IEP). 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I became a Community Education Council member because I was looking for answers and ways to 

help my children. It has been an awesome journey. I learned so much about different resources and 

programs and ways to help me cope with a child with special needs. for an L parent like myself it was 

even more difficult to understand the inner workings of the D O E without proper guidance. As the 

PTA president of PS181 I understood the importance of diversity in a forever changing demographics.- 

we hosted a successful diversity breakfast which was attended by members of the community from 

diverse background. I want to continue this journey toward a better tomorrow for my children and the 

other children of the district. 

 

Candidate   Frances Harrigan 

 DBN:  
  

17K399 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I was a Substitute Paraprofessional for the school year of 2012-2013. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a single parent of fifth grader in Brooklyn, New York. My child's, and every child's, education is 

important to me because it impacts their futures and mine as well. My prior experiences within the 

District 75 schools, volunteering at my child's school, and the required fieldwork hours for my 

Education courses at Brooklyn College has been key in my awareness of the needs of our schools, our 

children and the communities they live in. I am fortunate to experience various sides of all involved: 

the parent, the student teacher and the student. I have come to realize that my passion lies in advocacy 

for all of our children to receive and take hold of all educational opportunities that will help them 

become successful citizens of the world. 
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Candidate   Nicole Job 

 DBN:  
  

17K340 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a committed and dedicated individual that will continue to uphold the responsibilities of being a 

member of CEC 17. Working together on joint commitments toward student achievement and shaping 

educational policy. Using the skills that I've developed and honed as a change-agent within district 17 

schools and community; forming strategic alliances and partnerships for the expansion of District 17's 

presence and relationships. 

 

Candidate   Chantal Keenswijk 

 DBN:  
  

17K382 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

internship at Queens High School Of the Sciences. 12th grade Biology intern. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am Chantal Keenswijk, born in Paramaribo,Suriname. I am a mother, wife, daughter and sister. I am 

writing this statement in the hopes of becoming a NYC Education Council representative. I believe that 

I have a lot to offer and so will be a great asset. My philosophy in life is " work hard and aim high in an 

attempt to live a meaningful life, while in turn helping others in need" I came to America in the hopes 

of furthering my education and so far I have obtained an associates degree in Biology and an 

undergraduate degree in Community Health with as minor Gerontology. I am currently pursuing a 

graduate degree in Forensic Psychology at Walden University. I have always dreamed of becoming an 

advocate of some sort for children and think I will be able to fulfill this dream by obtaining a seat on the 

NYC Education Council. Furthermore, I think that my current job position as a Medical Care Manager 

qualifies me as being a good candidate for this position. Your positive consideration of my application 

will be greatly appreciated Sincerely Yours. 

 

Candidate   Erika Nicole Kendall 

 DBN:  
  

17K221 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

3 years served on School Leadership Teams, 3 years served on PTA 1 year served as PTA President 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a firm believer in the value of public education and enriching the community in which our 

children live. I am a faithful, lifelong student when it comes to learning how to make life better for our 

children, our families, our loved ones, our teachers, and everyone who contributes to a child's life; I am 

always learning of new ways to add value to our communities and the lives of the public, and it shines 

through in what I do for a living. I believe in what the CEC does, and its ability to reach people and 

connect them to resources, and I look forward to the opportunity to bring what I have, what I know, 

and what I am to the table to help others. 
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Candidate   Andrea Lashley 

 DBN:  
  

17K138 

14K558 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

For the last 11 years I have actively volunteered at PS 249K. I am a member of the School Leadership 

Team ( SLT), a Learning Leader and a member of the BRT/ Safety Committee. I have attended 

NYCESPA's annual celebration and have attended workshops. I tutor individual and small groups of 

students from both PS 138 and PS 249.Each year I work closely with the Multicultural Committee at 

PS 249K in preparation for the celebration of the diversity in the school. As a help to the staff, mainly 

admin and teachers, I am responsible for making copies, laminating and the distribution of items. I 

chaperone students on field trips both locally and out-of-state/overnight. In collaboration with Medgar 

Evers College, I meet each semester with students doing education observation hours to talk about the 

school from a parent's perspective. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Educated here in Brooklyn,at the Old Boys and Girls High School, I take pride in saying that I am the 

parent of two students in the NYC Public School system. In a time when our students must be college 

and career ready it is important that schools implement the Common Core Learning Standards and 

provide our students with a rigorous curriculum that includes fitness and the Arts . In addition, I 

believe it's important that school communities address the social- emotional needs of ALL students. I 

know that all our schools do something WELL, so how do we on a big scale have a share so that we as 

school communities can learn from one another. One thing I have learned as a volunteer for 11 years 

is, " The Answer is in the Room". Our teachers, students, leaders and parents do their best everyday 

and our city reaps the benefits of our labor. Let's continue to work collectively for the future of our 

students and this city. 
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Candidate   Lakeisha Moffatt 

 DBN:  
  

17K092 

17K092 

17K092 

17K092 

17K061        

IEP:  Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been a community advocate for several years. Mother of 8. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have strong community ties and am also a people person. 

 

Candidate   Adanna K.C. Rudder 

 DBN:  
  

17K354 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

When I moved back to Brooklyn in October 2014, I attended all PA meetings and I also volunteered 

for numerous fundraising events at my daughter's old school. My daughter got a safety transfer at the 

end of January because a student in her class was bullying her. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Greetings everyone, I am a single mother and I know that being actively involved in my daughter's life is 

very important. She is in her preteen years and she really needs me by her side to help guide her and 

teach her what right looks like. So, after serving over 15 years of active duty in the Army, I was granted 

my resignation and received an honorable discharge on October 17, 2014. When I started attending 

the PA meetings back in October, I quickly realized that there was some issues that I wanted to get a 

better understanding of. I engaged the parent coordinator and the principal for answers to my 

questions. Unfortunately, I received bad information and vague answers. After facing these issues, I 

continued to remain active by volunteering for school fundraisers and attending all PA and community 

council meetings. Then, my daughter was faced with being bullied and I got her transferred. With that 

said, I am ready to get off the sidelines, become a public servant again, and build strong new 

relationships to assist in making the education system better for our children. Thank you. Looking 

Forward, Adanna Rudder 
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Candidate   Melissa Thornton 

 DBN:  
  

17K705 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Active member of the PS705 Brooklyn Arts and Science Elementary School PTA (2013-present). 

Chairperson of the PS705 School Leadership Team (SLT) (2013-present). Member of the PS705 

Garden Committee (co-chaired the effort to integrate the garden into curriculum at PS705 and our co-

located charter school). Co-lead the creation of a CBO-curated after school program for 3rd-5th 

graders. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a parent of a child in NYCPS I recognize the hard work that teachers and school administration do 

every day to educate and care for our city's children and believe fully in the need for cooperation 

between staff and parents. We must work together to keep our schools and students on a path to 

success. There is a larger need now than ever before to balance the quest for quality student and 

teacher assessments with exhaustive test prep and high stakes evaluation. In our Districts, and the 

NYCPS as a whole, we have to find ways to achieve an equitable, inclusive system of appraisal which 

best serves both our students and our schools. It's not an easy road to walk, but the endeavor is a 

requirement for our students' best interests and I will not shy away from the responsibility. I respectfully 

ask for your support and thank you for your dedication to NYCPS. 

 


